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Container Shipping Lawyer Port of Rades services require immediate action in disputes
over container delivery, cargo damage, demurrage, detention, abandoned units and ship
security. Dr. Brahim Latrech represents carriers, shipowners, charterers, cargo interests,
freight forwarders, terminal users, insurers, P&I Clubs, suppliers and seafarers in every
category of maritime dispute connected with Rades and Tunisian jurisdiction.

The Tunisian Merchant Marine and Ports Authority identifies Rades as Tunisia’s first
container terminal. The port is central to container and Ro-Ro traffic, creating specialised
disputes involving delivery documents, seals, terminal handling, storage, trailers, vehicles
and multimodal transport.

Container Shipping Lawyer Port of Rades: all maritime
disputes
Dr. Brahim Latrech specialises in all maritime disputes, including container and cargo
claims, ship arrest and release, bills of lading, charterparties, demurrage and detention,
abandoned containers, marine insurance, P&I, general average, collisions, pollution,
bunkers, crew matters, foreign arbitration and enforcement.

Container shortage, loss and cargo damage
Container claims may concern missing packages, broken seals, wet damage, condensation,
temperature deviation, theft, contamination, mishandling or delayed delivery. The
investigation must distinguish between damage before loading, during sea carriage, during
terminal custody and after delivery.

Evidence includes the bill of lading, packing list, seal numbers, weight declarations,
container interchange reports, gate-in and gate-out records, photographs, surveys,
temperature data and customs documents. Reservations should be issued immediately and a
joint survey requested before opening, stripping, repairing or disposing of the unit and
cargo.

Delivery without the original bill of lading
Delivery without presentation of the required original bill of lading may expose the carrier
to a substantial misdelivery claim. The legal position depends on the transport document,
release instructions, electronic systems, letters of indemnity and identification of the party
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that obtained delivery.

Carriers, agents and terminals should preserve release messages, delivery orders, customs
records, identity documents, gate records and electronic audit trails. A letter of indemnity
does not automatically eliminate liability and must be examined for wording, authority and
enforceability.

Demurrage, detention, storage and abandoned
containers
Container disputes frequently concern demurrage charged while the unit remains in the
terminal and detention after it leaves port. Liability depends on the tariff or contract, free-
time calculation, notice, availability for delivery and the cause of delay. Charges must be
supported by precise dates and rates.

When cargo is refused, unclaimed or abandoned, carriers face accumulating storage,
handling and equipment costs. Action may require formal notices to the consignee and
shipper, coordination with customs and port authorities, preservation or disposal
procedures and recovery of charges. Ownership of the cargo does not automatically answer
who is contractually liable for container costs.

Ro-Ro vehicles and trailers
Rades handles substantial Ro-Ro activity. Claims may involve vehicle damage, missing
accessories, fire, trailer condition, lashing, delayed release, customs difficulties or
documentary discrepancies. Condition reports at handover, photographs, booking terms,
manifests, keys and seal records are central to proving where and how loss occurred.

Freight forwarders and multimodal transport
A freight forwarder may act as agent or contractual carrier depending on the documents
and its conduct. Multimodal claims require identification of the stage where damage
occurred and the liability regime applicable to that stage. House bills, master bills, delivery
orders, subcontracting records and inland transport documents must be reviewed together.
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Ship arrest at the Port of Rades
A qualifying maritime claim may support conservatory arrest while the vessel is at Rades.
Tunisian procedure is principally governed by Articles 100 to 106 of the Maritime
Commerce Code. Article 101 identifies maritime claims, and Article 104 may require
counter-security from a foreign claimant without domicile or attachable assets in Tunisia,
subject to treaty rules.

The application should establish the claim, the debtor, registered ownership, connection
with the vessel and territorial competence. It requires the correct vessel name and IMO
number, live position and sailing schedule. Sister-ship arrest is possible only when statutory
ownership conditions are met. Read our guide to ship arrest in Tunisia.

Release of vessels and security
Release may follow settlement, cancellation of the order or adequate security. Challenges
may concern the maritime nature of the claim, wrong vessel, ownership, jurisdiction,
prescription or security already provided. In Tunisian practice, a suitable Tunisian bank
guarantee or deposit with the Tunisian General Treasury is generally the most reliable
court-facing security; foreign bank guarantees and P&I letters may be accepted by
agreement.

Bill-of-lading, charterparty and time disputes
Disputes may concern freight, deadfreight, delivery, notices, berth access, loading and
discharge responsibilities, laytime and demurrage. The contract, statement of facts,
terminal data and contemporaneous correspondence determine liability. Notice and claim-
submission time bars must be reviewed at the beginning of the case.

Casualties, insurance and P&I
The office also handles collision, contact damage, fire, pollution, personal injury, crew,
salvage and general-average matters. Early local representation coordinates the master,
owner, P&I Club, authorities and experts, protects evidence and avoids premature
admissions.

Cargo insurers may pursue subrogated claims after payment. Foreign arbitration may
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govern the merits while Tunisian arrest provides security. A foreign award or judgment may
require recognition before execution. See our guide to enforcement of foreign arbitral
awards in Tunisia.

Documents required for urgent assistance
bill of lading, booking confirmation and delivery order;
container number, seal records, VGM and packing list;
terminal and interchange reports, gate data and photographs;
demurrage, detention and storage calculations;
notices to shipper, consignee, carrier and terminal;
vessel name, IMO number, owner and sailing schedule;
insurance, jurisdiction, arbitration and security documents.

Contact a container and maritime lawyer for Rades
Dr. Brahim Latrech has practised law in Tunisia since 2004 and specialises in all maritime
disputes. His office provides urgent assistance at Rades and coordinates with the competent
courts, enforcement officers, customs and port authorities, agents, terminal operators,
surveyors, insurers and P&I representatives.

Dr. Brahim Latrech — Attorney-at-Law, Tunisia
Email: contact@cabinetavocat-bl.com
Telephone: +216 71 830 257
Mobile / WhatsApp: +216 24 292 700
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