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Maritime Lawyer Port of Bizerte representation requires experience in petroleum traffic,
industrial shipping, ship repair, cargo operations and urgent vessel procedures. Dr. Brahim
Latrech advises shipowners, charterers, carriers, cargo interests, oil companies, yards,
suppliers, insurers, P&l Clubs, agents and seafarers in every category of maritime dispute
at Bizerte-Menzel Bourguiba and before the competent Tunisian authorities.

The Tunisian Merchant Marine and Ports Authority identifies petroleum traffic as a
dominant activity at Bizerte. The Bizerte-Menzel Bourguiba complex also has an important
industrial and ship-repair environment. These activities create distinctive legal risks
involving tankers, bulk and liquid cargo, repairs, equipment, pollution, casualties and vessel
detention.

Maritime Lawyer Port of Bizerte: all maritime disputes

Dr. Brahim Latrech specialises in all maritime disputes: ship arrest and release, petroleum
and cargo claims, charterparties, bills of lading, ship repair and conversion contracts,
bunkers, supplies, marine insurance, P&I, collisions, pollution, salvage, general average,
crew and personal injury, arbitration and enforcement.

Petroleum and liquid-bulk cargo disputes

Oil claims may involve shortage, contamination, off-specification cargo, water content,
temperature and density corrections, pumping performance, terminal delay and allocation
of risk between ship and shore. A difference between ship and shore figures does not
automatically prove physical loss.

Evidence may include bills of lading, certificates of quantity and quality, ullage reports,
vessel-experience factors, calibration tables, sealed samples, laboratory results, pumping
logs, statements of facts and letters of protest. Sampling must be representative and
supported by an unbroken chain of custody.

Ship repair, conversion and yard disputes

At Menzel Bourguiba, disputes may arise from repair scope, variation orders, delay,
workmanship, defective parts, unpaid invoices, redelivery condition and damage occurring
while a vessel is in the yard. The contract must define specifications, milestones, class or
flag requirements, acceptance tests, warranties, liability caps and dispute resolution.


https://www.ommp.nat.tn/ports/bizerte-menzel-bourguiba/
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Owners should preserve survey reports, daily progress records, change orders,
photographs, class recommendations, sea-trial results and notices of delay. Yards and
suppliers likewise require signed instructions, delivery records and a precise account of
work and materials.

Cargo shortage, damage and contamination

For dry bulk, general cargo and bagged goods, shortage must be analysed through draft
surveys, shore scales, tallies, package counts, moisture variation, handling loss and
residues. Damage may result from seawater, rain, condensation, residues, improper
stowage, defective packaging or stevedore handling.

Immediate reservations and a joint survey are essential before cargo is removed, processed
or disposed of. The identity of the contractual carrier and responsible operator must be
established from the bill of lading, charterparty, signatures and corporate records.

Ship arrest at Bizerte and Menzel Bourguiba

A qualifying maritime claim may support conservatory arrest while a vessel is within the
competent jurisdiction. Tunisian procedure is principally governed by Articles 100 to 106 of
the Maritime Commerce Code. Article 101 defines maritime claims, and Article 104 may
require counter-security from a foreign claimant without domicile or attachable assets in
Tunisia, subject to treaty or equal-treatment rules.

The application requires the correct vessel name and IMO number, live position, sailing or
repair schedule, registered ownership, documents proving the claim and a reasoned
amount. Sister-ship arrest depends on statutory ownership requirements; common
management alone is insufficient. Read our guide to ship arrest in Tunisia.

Vessel release, guarantees and wrongful arrest risk

Release may follow settlement, cancellation of the order or adequate security. Challenges
may concern the maritime nature of the claim, wrong vessel, ownership, competence,
prescription or existing security. A Tunisian bank guarantee or deposit with the Tunisian
General Treasury is generally the most reliable court-facing security, while foreign
guarantees or P&I letters may be accepted by agreement.

Applications and challenges must be prepared carefully because unjustified arrest may


https://cabinetavocat-bl.com/ship-arrest-in-tunisia/
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expose the applicant to liability where fault, abuse and damage are established.

Pollution, collision and marine casualties

Oil spills, fire, collision, grounding and machinery incidents require immediate protection of
safety and the environment, notification of authorities and insurers, and preservation of
evidence. Relevant material includes deck and engine logs, oil-record books, transfer plans,
VDR data, communications, photographs, samples, repair estimates and clean-up records.

Local counsel coordinates with the master, owner, P&I Club, harbour and investigative
authorities, experts and potential claimants while avoiding premature admissions before
causation and allocation of responsibility are established.

Bunkers, supplies, agency and port-service claims

Claims for fuel, spare parts, towage, pilotage, agency or other services require proof of the
contracting debtor, delivery to the vessel, authority of the person ordering the service,
invoices and applicable terms. The fact that goods benefited a ship does not by itself
establish liability of every party connected with that vessel.

Charterparty, laytime and demurrage

Disputes may concern notice of readiness, berth availability, terminal acceptance, pumping
or discharge rate, weather interruptions and documentation. The charterparty, statement of
facts, logs and notices control allocation of time. Strict contractual claim-submission time
bars must be respected.

Insurance, P&I and foreign proceedings
The office acts for insurers and P&I interests in cargo, pollution, casualty, crew and third-

party claims. Foreign arbitration clauses may govern the merits while Tunisian arrest
secures the claim. Foreign awards or judgments may require recognition before execution.

See our guide to enforcement of foreign arbitral awards in Tunisia.

Contact a maritime lawyer for Bizerte

Dr. Brahim Latrech has practised law in Tunisia since 2004 and specialises in all maritime


https://cabinetavocat-bl.com/recognition-and-enforcement-of-foreign-arbitral-awards-in-tunisia/
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disputes. His office provides urgent assistance at Bizerte and Menzel Bourguiba and
coordinates with courts, enforcement officers, port and yard authorities, agents, surveyors,
insurers and P&I representatives.

Dr. Brahim Latrech — Attorney-at-Law, Tunisia
Email: contact@cabinetavocat-bl.com

Telephone: +216 71 830 257

Mobile / WhatsApp: +216 24 292 700



