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Maritime Lawyer Port of Gabes: Shipping Legal Services

Maritime Lawyer Port of Gabes services require immediate knowledge of Tunisian
maritime law, the local port environment and the procedural measures available when a
vessel, cargo or commercial operation is at risk. Dr. Brahim Latrech advises and represents
shipowners, charterers, P&I Clubs, cargo interests, insurers, bunker suppliers, agents and
other maritime stakeholders in matters connected with the Port of Gabes and courts in
Tunisia.

The Port of Gabes is one of Tunisia’s principal commercial and industrial ports. According to
the Tunisian Merchant Marine and Ports Authority (OMMP), it is particularly dedicated to
chemical-product traffic. Its industrial character creates legal issues involving bulk and
liquid cargoes, dangerous goods, terminal operations, pollution risks, vessel delays and the
technical performance of loading and discharge.

Maritime legal services at the Port of Gabes

Our work at the Port of Gabes covers urgent protective measures and the substantive
resolution of maritime disputes. Depending on the case, assistance may include:

» conservatory ship arrest and urgent release applications;

 cargo shortage, contamination, wet damage and deterioration claims;
 charterparty, bill of lading and contract-of-affreightment disputes;

» demurrage, detention, laytime and port-delay claims;

» bunker, supply, repair and agency-fee claims;

e P&I Club instructions and correspondent support;

» marine pollution, dangerous goods and casualty matters;

 survey coordination and preservation of evidence;

 recognition and enforcement of foreign judgments and arbitral awards;
» settlement negotiations, mediation, arbitration and litigation in Tunisia.

Ship arrest at the Port of Gabes

A vessel’s call at Gabes may provide a short opportunity for a maritime creditor to obtain
security before departure. Tunisian conservatory ship arrest is principally governed by
Articles 100 to 106 of the Maritime Commerce Code, supplemented by the Code of Civil and
Commercial Procedure and the rules governing maritime privileges, mortgages and
enforcement.

An application must not be based merely on the presence of a ship. Counsel must verify that
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the claim falls within the statutory maritime-claim categories, identify the debtor and
registered owner, establish the legal connection with the target vessel and select the
territorially competent court. Sister-ship arrest requires proof of the ownership conditions
imposed by Tunisian law; common management or group affiliation alone is not necessarily
sufficient.

Because port calls can be brief, preparation should begin before arrival whenever possible.
The claimant should provide the vessel’s name and IMO number, expected arrival and
sailing time, port agent, identity of the debtor, ownership evidence, amount and currency of
the claim, contract, invoices, correspondence and any applicable jurisdiction or arbitration
clause.

Foreign documents may require originals or duly authenticated copies and Arabic
translation for filing. A foreign claimant without domicile or attachable assets in Tunisia
may also face a request for security under Article 104, subject to applicable bilateral
treaties and equal-treatment provisions.

For a detailed explanation, see our guide on ship arrest in Tunisia.

Release of an arrested vessel in Gabes

Urgent release requires a different strategy. The arrest may be challenged where the debt is
not maritime, the wrong vessel has been targeted, ownership requirements are not met,
territorial jurisdiction is lacking, the claim is prescribed or adequate security has already
been furnished.

Release may also follow settlement or the provision of sufficient security. In Tunisian
practice, a guarantee issued by an acceptable Tunisian bank or a deposit with the Tunisian
General Treasury for the claimant’s benefit provides the most secure route. A foreign bank
guarantee or P&I Club letter of undertaking is not automatically accepted by the court,
although it may be agreed by the claimant or accepted in an appropriate arrangement.

Security wording should preserve all defences concerning jurisdiction, liability, limitation
and applicable law. Its amount should reasonably cover the claim, interest and foreseeable
recoverable costs without becoming punitive.


https://cabinetavocat-bl.com/ship-arrest-in-tunisia/
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Cargo claims and evidence preservation

Industrial and chemical cargoes require rapid technical and legal coordination. Allegations
of shortage, contamination, off-specification cargo, moisture, improper handling or terminal
damage cannot be assessed from commercial documents alone.

Evidence should be preserved through timely notices of reservation, independent surveys,
sampling protocols, laboratory analysis, photographs, sealed samples, statement of facts,
pumping or discharge records and relevant ship and terminal documents. The identities and
instructions of the shipper, receiver, charterer, carrier, terminal and cargo surveyor must
be recorded precisely.

Before accepting a survey conclusion, counsel should examine when and where the
inspection occurred, who appointed the surveyor, whether the opposing parties were
invited, how samples were taken and preserved, and whether the findings establish
causation or merely quantify an alleged loss.

Charterparty, laytime and demurrage disputes

Congestion, terminal readiness, cargo documentation, receiver delays, equipment problems
and weather may affect berthing and cargo operations at Gabes. Liability depends on the
charterparty wording and the contemporaneous evidence.

Relevant materials commonly include the notice of readiness, statement of facts, time
sheets, port logs, agent messages, terminal communications, weather reports, cargo-
readiness evidence and protests issued by the master. A party should not rely on a general
explanation such as “port congestion” without confirming the actual operational cause of
delay.

Bailiff notices and formal reservations may be used when appropriate to protect rights,
establish delay and interrupt prescription, but they must be coordinated with the governing
contract and the proceedings to be commenced on the merits.

Pollution, dangerous goods and industrial-port risks

The nature of traffic at Gabes makes pollution prevention, dangerous-goods compliance and
emergency response particularly important. An incident may simultaneously engage the
shipowner, charterer, cargo interests, terminal, agent, insurer, P&I Club and public
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authorities.

Immediate priorities include protecting life and the environment, complying with lawful
authority instructions, preserving evidence, notifying insurers, securing expert assistance
and avoiding admissions before the technical cause and legal allocation of responsibility are
established.

Depending on the incident, Tunisian port, environmental, customs, criminal and civil rules
may apply alongside international maritime conventions in force for Tunisia.

Recognition and enforcement in Tunisia

A dispute linked to a vessel calling at Gabes may be governed by foreign law or referred to
foreign arbitration. That does not necessarily prevent Tunisian courts from ordering
provisional measures against assets located in Tunisia.

Where a creditor already holds a foreign judgment or arbitral award, recognition and
enforcement may be required before compulsory execution. Conservatory arrest,
proceedings on the merits and enforcement arrest must therefore be distinguished. See our

article on recognition and enforcement of foreign arbitral awards in Tunisia.

Why appoint local maritime counsel in Gabes?

Maritime disputes move at the speed of the vessel, not the speed of ordinary litigation.
Effective action often requires coordination with the court, enforcement officer, port
authority, ship agent, surveyor, translator, insurer and P&I representatives within hours.

Dr. Brahim Latrech has practised law in Tunisia since 2004 and focuses strongly on
maritime and shipping disputes. His office acts throughout Tunisia’s principal commercial
ports, including Gabes, Zarzis, Sfax, Skhira, Sousse, Rades, La Goulette and Bizerte. The
office combines urgent local action with the handling of cross-border contracts, foreign
proceedings, arbitration and enforcement.

Documents to send for urgent assistance

 vessel name, IMO number, flag and current location;
 estimated arrival or departure time at the Port of Gabes;
» identity of the registered owner, charterer and contractual debtor;


https://cabinetavocat-bl.com/recognition-and-enforcement-of-foreign-arbitral-awards-in-tunisia/
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amount and currency of the claim;

charterparty, bill of lading, contract, invoice and statement of account;
correspondence, notices, survey reports and acknowledgements;
jurisdiction, arbitration, governing-law and security clauses;

» details of any existing judgment, award, guarantee or settlement.

Contact a Maritime Lawyer for the Port of Gabes

For urgent ship arrest, vessel release, cargo, charterparty, insurance, pollution or port-
operation matters at Gabes, contact Dr. Brahim Latrech’s law office with the vessel and
claim details. Early instructions allow ownership, jurisdiction, prescription, evidence and
security issues to be examined before the vessel sails or the cargo evidence changes.

Dr. Brahim Latrech — Attorney-at-Law, Tunisia
Email: contact@cabinetavocat-bl.com

Telephone: +216 71 830 257

Mobile / WhatsApp: +216 24 292 700



