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Shipping Lawyer Port of Zarzis: Maritime Legal Services

Shipping Lawyer Port of Zarzis services require rapid local action and a precise
understanding of Tunisian maritime, transport and procedural law. Dr. Brahim Latrech
advises shipowners, charterers, P&I Clubs, cargo interests, insurers, operators, agents,
suppliers and seafarers in disputes and urgent matters connected with the commercial Port
of Zarzis.

Located in south-eastern Tunisia, Zarzis is a commercial port serving maritime trade and
passenger operations. Its position gives it particular importance for shipping activity in
southern Tunisia. Legal problems may involve vessel calls, cargo operations, port services,
crew, passenger traffic, charterparties, customs matters, marine casualties and the urgent
preservation of claims before the ship or evidence leaves the jurisdiction.

Shipping legal services at the Port of Zarzis

Our assistance covers preventive measures, emergency response, negotiations and
litigation. Depending on the facts, services may include:

» conservatory ship arrest and urgent vessel release;

» cargo loss, shortage, contamination and damage claims;

» charterparty, bill of lading and freight disputes;

» laytime, demurrage, detention and port-delay claims;

 bunker, supply, repair, agency and port-service debts;

» P&I Club instructions and casualty response;

e crew wages, injury, repatriation and abandonment matters;
 passenger, vehicle and accompanied-traffic disputes;

 customs, port-authority and administrative issues;

 recognition and enforcement of foreign judgments and arbitral awards;
» negotiation, mediation, arbitration and court proceedings in Tunisia.

Ship arrest in the Port of Zarzis

A commercial vessel may remain in Zarzis for only a limited period. A creditor seeking
security must therefore act before departure. Tunisian conservatory ship arrest is
principally governed by Articles 100 to 106 of the Maritime Commerce Code, together with
the Code of Civil and Commercial Procedure and the rules applicable to maritime privileges,
mortgages and enforcement.

Before filing, counsel must verify that the claim qualifies as a maritime claim, identify the
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contractual debtor and registered owner, establish the legal relationship with the target
ship and determine the territorially competent court. A sister ship cannot safely be targeted
merely because vessels have the same manager, operator or commercial group. The
statutory ownership conditions require evidence.

Useful documents include the charterparty, bill of lading, supply or agency contract,
invoices, statement of account, notices, acknowledgements, ownership records, vessel
location and expected sailing time. Foreign documents may require originals or
authenticated copies and Arabic translations.

Where the claimant is foreign and has no domicile or attachable property in Tunisia,
security may be requested under Article 104. The position must be examined in light of any
bilateral treaty granting equal treatment or access to justice without security.

See our detailed guide on ship arrest in Tunisia.

Urgent release of a vessel

Ship release is not limited to paying the amount claimed. The arrest may be challenged if
the claim is not maritime, the wrong ship was arrested, ownership conditions are missing,
the court lacks territorial jurisdiction, the debt is prescribed or sufficient security already
exists.

Release may also be negotiated against adequate security. In Tunisian practice, a guarantee
from an acceptable Tunisian bank or a deposit with the Tunisian General Treasury for the
claimant’s benefit is generally the safest solution. Foreign bank guarantees and P&I Club
letters of undertaking are not automatically accepted by the court, although the claimant
may agree to them.

The security must be carefully drafted so that it does not constitute an admission of liability
and preserves objections relating to jurisdiction, applicable law, limitation and the merits.

Cargo and carriage disputes

Cargo disputes at Zarzis may involve shortage, physical damage, contamination, delay,
improper stowage, discharge operations, delivery without proper documents or conflict
between ship, receiver, charterer and terminal records.

Immediate evidence preservation is essential. Notices of reservation, independent surveys,


https://cabinetavocat-bl.com/ship-arrest-in-tunisia/

%>
Y Dr.Brahim LATRECH

Shipping Lawyer Port of Zarzis: Maritime Legal Services

photographs, tally sheets, mate’s receipts, statements of facts, cargo manifests, customs
records and sampling documentation may determine whether a later claim succeeds.

The surveyor’s findings should be tested against the time and place of inspection,
attendance of interested parties, identification of the cargo, sampling method, seals,
laboratory chain of custody and whether the report establishes causation or merely
estimates quantum.

Charterparty, laytime and port-delay claims

Disagreements may arise over readiness, berth availability, cargo documents, customs
clearance, receiver performance, stevedoring, equipment or weather. Liability cannot be
determined from the duration of delay alone.

The charterparty wording must be read with the notice of readiness, statement of facts, time
sheets, port and agent communications, protests, weather evidence and terminal records.
The actual reason for delay must be established rather than accepted from a general
reference to congestion or formalities.

Formal notices and bailiff measures may be appropriate to establish facts, reserve rights or
interrupt prescription. They should be served promptly and coordinated with the dispute-
resolution and governing-law clauses.

Crew and seafarer matters

A vessel call may generate urgent issues involving unpaid wages, illness, injury,
abandonment, repatriation, immigration formalities or access to medical care. These cases
require coordination with the master, owner, P&I Club, agent, flag State, Tunisian maritime
authorities and, where appropriate, the seafarer’s consular representatives.

Where a crew claim may support ship arrest, the identity of the employer, employment
agreement, wage account, vessel ownership and applicable maritime-labour rules must be
established. Humanitarian needs should be addressed without prejudicing the legal
positions of the parties.

Marine casualties, pollution and P&I response

Grounding, collision, contact damage, fire, pollution, personal injury or cargo incidents
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require immediate coordination. The first priorities are safety, compliance with lawful
authority instructions, evidence preservation, insurer notification and the appointment of
appropriate technical experts.

Statements, loghook extracts, VDR and electronic records, photographs, surveys and
communications should be preserved. Parties should avoid premature admissions before
causation, seaworthiness, fault and contractual allocation of risk have been investigated.

Foreign arbitration and enforcement in Zarzis

A foreign jurisdiction or arbitration clause does not necessarily prevent a Tunisian court
from granting provisional measures against a vessel located at Zarzis. The arrest secures
the claim; it does not decide the merits.

Where a party holds a foreign arbitral award or judgment, recognition and enforcement may
be necessary before compulsory execution. Conservatory arrest, proceedings on the merits
and enforcement arrest are separate stages. Read our guide on foreign arbitral awards in
Tunisia.

Why appoint a Shipping Lawyer for the Port of Zarzis?

Maritime cases require more than general legal advice. Effective action may involve the
competent court, enforcement officer, OMMP, harbour services, ship agent, customs,
surveyors, translators, insurers and P&l representatives, often within a few hours.

Dr. Brahim Latrech has practised law in Tunisia since 2004 and has extensive experience in
maritime litigation, ship arrest and vessel release. His office acts across Tunisia’s
commercial ports, including Zarzis, Gabes, Skhira, Sfax, Sousse, Rades, La Goulette and
Bizerte, and handles both local proceedings and cross-border maritime disputes.

Information required for urgent instructions

 vessel name, IMO number, flag and exact location;

arrival, berthing and expected departure time at Zarzis;

registered owner, charterer, operator and contractual debtor;
nature, amount and currency of the claim;

charterparty, bill of lading, contract, invoices and account statement;
notices, correspondence, survey reports and acknowledgements;


https://cabinetavocat-bl.com/recognition-and-enforcement-of-foreign-arbitral-awards-in-tunisia/
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» governing-law, jurisdiction, arbitration and security clauses;
* details of any judgment, arbitral award, guarantee or settlement.

Contact a Shipping Lawyer for the Port of Zarzis

For urgent ship arrest or release, cargo claims, charterparty disputes, P&I instructions,
crew matters, marine casualties or enforcement at the Port of Zarzis, contact Dr. Brahim
Latrech’s office before the vessel sails or evidence changes.

Dr. Brahim Latrech — Attorney-at-Law, Tunisia
Email: contact@cabinetavocat-bl.com

Telephone: +216 71 830 257

Mobile / WhatsApp: +216 24 292 700



